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Please see the replacement sheet of Figure 2 to correct a misspelling. 
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REMARKS 

It is believed that the Office Action intended to affirm applicants' submission of their 
certified copy of the priority document, but it was not indicated on the face sheet of the Office 
Action, nor positively affirmed in Paragraph 1 on Page 2. Applicant requests that any 
responding office communication acknowledge receipt of the certified copy of the priority 
document. 

The present invention exists in a competitive environment where labor costs and benefits 
have significantly increased. Additionally, in the gambling and game art field there has been an 
increasing number of game apparatus requiring the use of larger amounts of tokens. The present 
invention permits an automatic and accurate dispensing of tokens while minimizing the labor 
requirements. Attached hereto is a commercial example of a Medal Changer instruction manual 
associated with a product sold by the present assignee of our present invention, to show the field 
of the present invention. 

The present invention deals with the dispensing of a large number of tokens in a highly 
efficient manner in order to service a larger number of customers. As can be appreciated, when a 
large number of tokens are dispensed into a tray, an individual customer must manually remove 
the tokens while other potential customers must wait for the transaction to be completed. 

The present invention provides an ability to automatically position a plurality of 
containers capable of holding a predetermined number of tokens at a dispensing section and 
automatically filling not only the initial container, but monitoring and filling a second and if 
necessary a third container, while displaying instructions to the user. None of the references of 
record alone or collectively, provide these advantages. 
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"Thus when differences that may appear technologically minor 
nonetheless have a practical impact, particularly in a crowded field, the 
decision-maker must consider the obviousness of the new structure in this 
light." 

1 Continental Can Co. USA Inc. v. Monsanto Co., 20 U.S.P.Q. 2d. 1746, 
1752 (Fed. Cir. 1991). 

Reference can be made to the flowchart in Figure 3 of our invention that enables our 
control unit to automatically receive a monetary input from a user who then designates a number 
of tokens to be released, wherein a container dispensing unit can position a container into a 
dispensing section having a specific container sensor unit monitoring the existence of containers 
at the location. When the container receives a predetermined number of tokens, a display can be 
provided to the user to remove the container and if a predetermined period of time passes without 
removal of the container, an error signal can be generated. 

The container sensor monitors when the container is removed and causes a display 
removing indicia sign to be removed. A control unit calculates the new number of tokens based 
on the remaining amount owed to the customer and a second container is located at the 
dispensing section and sensed by the container sensor. This automatic procedure can loop until 
all the desired tokens are inserted within containers and removed by the user. 

Neither of the references cited of record teach a control unit capable of performing the 
above procedures nor a container sensor. 

The Office Action relied upon Takemoto et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,366,1 10) to purportedly 
teach, in combination with the Japanese Patent No. 2,860,818, all the features of our original 
Claims 1-6. Applicant respectfully traverses this assertion. 
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Referring to Page 2, Paragraph 4 of the Office Action, the Takemoto et al reference was 
alleged to disclose a second sensor unit for sensing a container at a position to receive or release 
a token, citing Column 4, Lines 5-19. The Takemoto et al reference does not teach a container 
storage unit for supporting a stack of containers, nor does it teach the release of an individual 
container capable of receiving a predetermined number of tokens that permits the user to remove 
the container with the tokens. It certainly does not teach a container sensor at a dispensing 
section. 

The purpose of the Takemoto et al invention was to provide a precise counting of the 
tokens dispensed and a realization of where tokens may become clogged in the dispensing 
apparatus. Takemoto et al teaches a game token dispenser having a pre-hopper with an 
"approach" sensor for determining a level of tokens in a dispensing hopper. 

The preliminary hopper 4 can be seen in a cross-sectional view of Figure 5 and includes a 
conveyor belt 3 to drive the tokens from the preliminary hopper to a dispensing hopper 7. An 
approach sensor 2 measures a level of tokens, as opposed to a specific number of tokens, in the 
c preliminary hopper 4, while an approach sensor 5 also measures the level of tokens in a 
dispensing hopper 7. 

The bottom portion of the dispensing hopper 7 includes a rotary drum 6b with a ring 
shaped friction belt 6a shown in Figure 7 for individually directing the tokens to a dispensing 
path 15. A counting sensor 16 actually counts the tokens that are dispensed. 

Another approach sensor 12 is mounted on a receiving plate for simply determining the 
presence or absence of tokens. Lifting a closure member 8 permits the tokens to be removed 
when it is manually lifted upward. 
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The cited section in Column 4 purportedly supporting the Office Action rejection on the 
basis of a second sensor unit for sensing a container, essentially defines the two "approach" 
sensors mentioned above and a counting sensor. There is no teaching of any sensor designed to 
sense a container at a dispensing section. 

The Office Action further contended that the operation of our control unit was also 
described in Column 4, Lines 5-19. A reference to our flowchart of Figure 3 clearly discloses 
that there is no teaching of an equivalent functioning of our control unit. 

Figure 12 discloses an arrangement of the circuit in the Takemoto et al reference, and 
that disclosure certainly does not teach the features of our present invention as implemented by 
our control unit in our present claims. 

The Office Action further cited that the Japanese Patent No. 2,860,818, by referring to 
Page 2, Figures 1 and 2 of this disclosure, as teaching a control unit for automatically activating 
a container separating unit to release a second container. 

The Japanese Patent No. 2,860,818 has a computer generated translation in English, and 
also a translation of an Abstract, both of which are attached hereto. 

The Japanese Patent teaches two modes of operation. When a limited number of medals 
are to be dispensed, a gate 2 is opened and the medals are dispensed directly onto the floor or 
receiving section 4 through the port 3. If, however, a large number of medals are to be 
dispensed, the gate 2 is closed and a container 7 is dropped onto a pedestal 8, and a larger 
number of tokens are dispensed through a second dispensing opening 5. 

There is no teaching of a control unit that automatically activates a container separating 
unit to release a second container as asserted in the Office Action. 
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Any hypothetical combination of the Takemoto et al reference and the Japanese Patent 

must meet the guidelines set forth in the United States Patent Office. 

As noted in the cited MPEP §2141 (pg. 2100-120): 

When applying 35 U.S.C. §103, the following tenets of patent law must be 
adhered to: 

(A) The claimed invention must be considered as a whole; 

(B) The references must be considered as a whole and must suggest the 
desirability and thus the obviousness of making the combination; 

(C) The references must be viewed without the benefit of 
impermissible hindsight vision afforded by the claimed invention; and 

(D) Reasonable expectation of success is the standard with which 
obviousness is determined. 

Hodosh v. Block Drug Co., Inc., 786 F.2d 1 136, 1 143 n.5, U.S.P.Q 187 n.5 
(Fed. Cir. 1986). (Emphasis added.) 

Thus, our claimed invention must be considered as a whole, and each of the elements set 
forth in the original Claims 1-6 and the newly drafted Claims 7-9 must be considered. Also, 
each of the cited references must be considered as a whole, and there must be a suggestion of the 
desirability and thus the obviousness of making the combination. 

As can be readily appreciated, assuming that there is some uncited teaching for making 
the combination, it would appear that the Takemoto et al reference would be provided upstream 
of the Japanese '818 reference chute 1, and the correct number of coins would be released after a 
procedure of providing coins from a storage bin through a chute 18 into a preliminary hopper 4, 
and then to a dispensing hopper 7, so that the correct number of coins will then be released 
through the chute 1. If the coins were below a certain number, they would be released as taught 
in the Japanese '818 reference to a tray through the opening 3. 
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A large number of tokens, above a certain number would require a container to be 
dropped above the tray. In both cases, the total number of tokens would be dispensed in one 
operation, either on the tray or in a container. 

The asserted combination could only be taken in hindsight from the present invention. 
The Office Action fails to disclose the specific claim elements set forth in our claims. For 
example, none of the references teach a sensor for sensing a container at a position to receive the 
released tokens. Our sensor monitors not only when a container is in position, but also when a 
container has been removed to activate the release of a second container, and to enable the 
computation of the remaining number of tokens that are to be dispensed into the second 
container. 

Our present invention, as shown in the flowchart of Figure 3, has the capacity to keep 
releasing containers and recomputing the number of tokens that are to be received in each 
succeeding container until the full allotment of tokens are discharged. The use of a plurality of 
containers expedites the receipt and removal of the tokens, and permits a fast and efficient 
utilization of our token dispensing device. 

As can be readily appreciated, there can be no rational, reasonable expectation of success 
to achieve the features of our present claims by any combination of the Takemoto et ah and the 
Japanese Patent. Rather, it appears that they are derived in hindsight from the teachings of the 
present invention yet still fail to achieve the purpose of the present invention. 

Referring to our original Claim 1, we call for a second sensing unit for sensing a 
container in a position to receive the released token, and a control unit that is activated by an 
output from the second sensor unit to not only determine the existence of a container, but to stop 
the number of tokens when a predetermined value representative of the capacity of a container is 
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reached. The control unit proceeds forward to recalculate the remaining number of tokens that 
are still to be dispensed, and the second sensor unit indicates when the initial container is 
removed to thereby permit the control unit to automatically activate the container separating unit 
to release the second container, and to continue the release of tokens into the second container 
under the monitoring of the control unit. 

Claim 4 defines an overflow preventing unit which outputs a removing signal from a 
removing container located at a dispensing section when an amount detecting unit detects the 
predetermined amount of tokens in the container. A container detecting unit detects the 
container located at the dispensing section and a remaining amount dispensing unit enables a 
token dispensing unit and the container dispensing unit based on a no container signal from the 
container detecting unit whereby a second container can then receive the remaining allotment of 
tokens. 

Finally, new Claim 7 calls for a container sensor unit at a dispensing section, and an 
amount detecting unit for sensing the amount of tokens released into the container dispensing 
section. An overflow preventing unit includes a display visible to a user to output a removal 
signal for removing the container, and a stopping signal for the token dispensing unit when the 
amount detecting unit detects the predetermined amount of tokens in the container. 

Our control unit acts upon the detection of the existence of a container at the dispensing 
section to receive the tokens and activates the dispensing of the tokens until the container is full. 
A display provides a visual direction to remove the container and when the container is timely 
removed its removal is sensed at the dispensing section. A second container can be released, and 
a new dispensing number for the remaining amount of tokens is computed. The cycle repeats 
itself until the total amount of tokens are released in accordance with the flowchart of Figure 3. 
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Dependent Claim 9 defines a loop that can occur in activating an error signal. When a 
container remains at the dispensing section, with the display instructing the user to remove the 
container longer than a predetermined time period an error signal can be generated. 

The operation of our control unit and the elements that enable the control unit to receive 
appropriate sensed positions of a container and to recalculate and recomputed the tokens to be 
dispensed through a second or even a third container, are not taught nor suggested in any of the 
references of record. 

The Takemoto et ah reference is not concerned with a container or the problems of a 
person removing tokens manually from a gaming machine. The Japanese references provides an 
alternative of either manual removing of coins of a limited number, or the provision of a 
container for a larger number of tokens. There is no suggestion of sensing a container, 
recalculating the appropriate displays and warnings, instigate a second loop of filling a second 
and possibly a third container. 

It is respectfully submitted that our invention is in a relatively crowded field, with 
numerous engineers and scientists attempting to provide improvements, and our invention is not 
rendered obvious by any combination of the references of record. An early notification of 
allowance is requested. 
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If there any questions with regards to this prosecution, the undersigned attorney is 
available at the listed phone number. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on September 6, 
2006. 



By: 



Sharon Famus 



Very truly yours, 

SNELL & WILMER L.L.P. 




y#r§eph ^Pnce' 
' Registration No. 



Signature 



Dated: September 6, 2006 



25,124 

600 Anton Boulevard, Suite 1400 
Costa Mesa, California 92626-7689 
Telephone: (714)427-7420 
Facsimile: (714) 427-7799 
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